Home Reading Extensions
Introducing a new book
▪ Look at the cover. What could the story be about?

▪ What is the title? What does that tell us about the story?
▪ Who is the author? Who is the illustrator?

▪ Who might read this book?

▪ Do you think it is a fact or fiction book? Why?

▪ Flip through the pages of the book looking at the pictures without reading the story.

▪ Point out any difficult words in the story. What are they?

▪ Question the child as they read. What might happen next? Why did the character do that?

▪ Discuss parts of the book – contents, glossary, index.
Reading the book a second time

▪ Revise what they remember about the story.

▪ Who are the characters? Where is it set? When does the story occur? What happens (in order)?

▪  Look at the features of the story - Full stops, capitals, commas, speech marks, question marks, exclamation marks.

▪  Ask them to point out words they find tricky and practise them.

▪  Encourage them to read with more fluency as they get to know the story.

Discussion Topics

These are discussions you can have with your child and will vary depending on your child’s ability level.

▪  What other words start with…?

▪  Finding games with the book eg Find the capital on page 10.

▪  Rhyming words – What words can you think of that rhyme with…?

▪  When has something like this happened to you?

▪  What words can you use to describe the characters in the story?

▪  Opposites – What is an opposite? What is the opposite of… ?

▪  Synonyms – Words with the same meaning. Can you think of a word that means the same as…?

▪  What’s the difference between fact and fiction?

▪  What did they think of the story? What are your favourite parts? Why?

▪  Word building – Pick words from the story to make longer eg. small = smaller = smallest

▪  Verbs – Verbs are doing words. What verbs can you find in the story?

▪  Nouns – Nouns are things you can touch. What nouns can you find in the story?

▪  Adjectives – Adjectives are describing words. What adjectives can you find in the story?

▪  When we read we don’t sound like robots. Let’s practise reading the way we talk (adding expression).

▪  Practise using the contents, glossary and index pages.

Questions to ask when they are having trouble with a word
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▪  How did you know it was…?

▪  You said… was that right?

▪  Where else have you seen that word?

▪  Do you know a word that sounds like that?

▪  What do you think it could be?

▪  What word would make sense here?

▪  What sounds can you hear in that tricky word?

▪  How do you think your reading was?

▪  Do you think it looks like…?

▪  Can it really be that word? Why not?
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